
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord’s Day Worship 
A DIVINE SERVICE OF COVENANT RENEWAL 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

May 7, 2023 
 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Quiet our minds, O God, and gladden our hearts; that, as we come together to 

worship you, we may, by your Spirit, be drawn near to your presence and find that 

this place is indeed the very gate of heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

GOD CALLS US 
 

“O Sons and Daughters” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Choir 
 

O sons and daughters, let us sing!  

The King of heaven, the glorious King, 

O’er death today rose triumphing:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

When Thomas first the tidings heard, 

How they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

“My pierced side, O Thomas, see; 

My hands, my feet I show to thee; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“Thou art my Lord and God,” he cried. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 

Thomas was with them.  

People: Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”   
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your fingers here, and see 

my hands; and put out your hand and place it in my 

side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”   
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and My God!” 

 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 

 Amen! Alleluia! 

 John 20:26-29 
 

 

†HYMN OF PRAISE 

 "Worship Christ, the Risen King" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selection 286 
 

 

†SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF PRAISE 

Pastor: We are called together to worship in the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!  

People: Amen! 

 The LORD be with you!  

 And also with you!    Ruth 2:4 

 O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting? 1 Cor 15:55 

 For we have died, and our life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 When the Christ who is our life appears,  

we also will appear with him in glory. Alleluia! 

Col.  

3:3-4 

 Let us pray together: 

 O God our King, by the resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ on the first day of the week, you conquered sin, 

put death to flight, and gave us the hope of everlasting 

life: Redeem all our days by this victory; forgive our 

sins, banish our fears, make us bold to praise you and to 

do your will; and steel us to wait for the consummation 

of your kingdom on the last great Day; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up;  

God is our salvation.   

Our God is a God of salvation,  

And to God, the Lord, belong deliverances 

from death.  
Ps 68:19-20 

 

†PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Silent Prayer of Confession       
 

Have mercy on us, most merciful Father; in your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

†DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

Pastor: Now lift up your heads, and hear these words of comfort 

and good news from the Scriptures... 

 “And [he] said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem.’” 
Luke 24:46-47 

Pastor: Our heavenly Father, in his great mercy, has given his only 

Son to die for you, and for his sake forgives you all your 

sins; wherefore as Christ's minister and by his authority, I 

declare to you that all of your sins are forgiven, in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen! 
 

           All praise be Thine, O Risen Lord, from death to endless life restored:  

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

To Father, Son, and Spirit be all power and praise eternally!  

Christ is risen! O praise Him! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!   

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 

           Praying for our High School graduates:  

                            Nathan Cornell & Justus Thanisch 

 

 

 

GOD CONVERSES WITH US 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Psalm 72:1-19 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God! 
  

NEW TESTAMENT READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ephesians 3:1-13 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God! 
 

†GOSPEL READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Luke 14:15-23 

 This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

    Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

  †HYMN OF PRAISE 

       "Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selection 172 
 

†We Respond by Confessing Our Faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.  

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the 

third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and 

ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the 

Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the 

living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen!  
 

†“Gloria Patri” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selection 735 
 

SERMON TEXT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ephesians 3:1-13 

 

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD 

“A Man Fully Alive” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Pastor Justin Smith 
     

 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US 
 

†COMMUNION HYMN  

"We Rest on Thee" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selection 449 

 

   †The Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor: The Lord be with you! 

People: And also with you! 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord! 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give him thanks and praise! 



 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor: It is indeed right and good and a joyful thing, 

always and everywhere, to give thanks unto you, O 

Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 

Therefore, in union with the saints who have gone 

before us and the whole church on earth, we praise 

you, joining our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who forever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Glory be to you, 

O Lord Most High! 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

 

Prayer of Preparation & Faith 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your steadfast love, 

which endures forever. We are not worthy so much as to gather 

up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord, 

whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, 

gracious Father, to partake of the body and blood of your son 

Jesus Christ, that we may grow into his likeness, and evermore 

abide in union with him, and he with us. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Bread 
 

Pastor: Alleluia, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us:  

All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Wine 
 

Pastor: Let us confess the mystery of our faith:  

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again! 

 

GOD COMMISSIONS US 
 

†Prayer of Dedication 

All gracious God, who of your infinite love gave your only 

begotten son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins and rise again 

for our justification, and have made us partakers of your 

divine nature through the gift of the Holy Spirit; accept the 

fruits of our labors which we now present to you in this 

offering and also our very selves as we stand before you; and 

hear us as we pray as your Son taught us: Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen! 
 

 †Hymn of Praise 

"Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selection 598 

 

†Pastoral Benediction 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his 

face toward you and give you peace. 

People: Amen!  
________________________________________ 

 

†Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

[1] For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of 

you Gentiles — [2] assuming that you have heard of the stewardship 

of God's grace that was given to me for you, [3] how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. [4] When 

you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 

[5] which was not made known to the sons of men in other 

generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. [6] This mystery is that the Gentiles are 

fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

[7] Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 

God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. [8] To 

me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 

to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, [9] and 

to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God, who created all things, [10] so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. [11] This was 

according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, [12] in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 

through our faith in him. [13] So I ask you not to lose heart over 

what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 
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