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PRELUDE

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Quiet our minds, O God, and gladden our hearts; that, as we come together to
worship you, we may draw near to your presence and find that this place is indeed
the very gate of heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

GobD CALLS Us
CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 103:1-5, 22

THYMN OF PRAISE
"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty™ ............................ Selection 53

+TSALUTATION AND PRAYER OF PRAISE
Pastor: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever!
The LORD be with you!
And also with you! Ruth 2:4
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! Ps. 34:8
For we have died, and our life is hidden with Christ in God.
When the Christ who is our life appears, Col.
we also will appear with him in glory. Alleluia!l 3:3-4

Let us pray together:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you are slow to
anger and full of mercy, welcoming sinners who return
to you with penitent hearts, receiving in your loving
embrace all who come home to you. Seat us at your
bountiful table of grace, that, with all your children, we
may feast with delight on all that satisfies our hunger
and thirst for righteousness; through your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen!

GoD CLEANSES Us

+TPRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy
laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have
done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have
done.

+Silent Prayer of Confession +

O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults.
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises

declared to the world in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

+DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Now lift up your heads, and hear these words of comfort and
good news from the Scriptures...

“As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove his
transgressions from us.”

Psalm 103:12
Our heavenly Father, in his great mercy, has given his only
Son to die for you, and for his sake forgives you all your
sins; wherefore as Christ's minister and by his authority, |
declare to you that all of your sins are forgiven, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen!

FDOXOIOgY . et Selection 733
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here
below: Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise him above, ye heavenly host, praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost: O praise him, O praise him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

GoD CONVERSES WITH Us

OLD TESTAMENT READING .« ottt oe e it ittt Genesis 12:1-9
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
NEW TESTAMENT READING ...ttt ittt Romans 4:16-25
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
FGOSPEL READING . ..ottt John 8:48-59

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Praise be to you, O Christ!

THYMN OF PRAISE
"O for a Thousand Tonguesto Sing™. ..............cooviin... Selection 164
TWe Respond by Confessing Our Faith............................... Te Deum

We praise you, O God; we acclaim you as Lord; all creation
worships you, the Father everlasting. To you all angels, all the
powers of heaven, the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless
praise: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. The glorious company of apostles
praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. The white-
robed army of martyrs praise you.

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: Father, of
majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy of all praise,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father.
When you took our flesh to set us free you humbly chose the
Virgin’s womb. You overcame the sting of death and opened the
kingdom of heaven to all believers. You are seated at God’s right
hand in glory. We believe that you will come to be our judge. Come
then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your
own blood, and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting.
Amen!

TEGIONIA Patri” ... Selection 735
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

SERMON TEXT . oottt ettt et ettt et et Hebrews 11:8-19

"The Habitsof Faith” .......... ... ... . ... oii.s. Pastor Josh Anderson
XXVII. Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life
and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are
alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;

For all who work for justice, freedom and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation...
Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life...
We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name forever and ever.

We give you thanks for those whom we love who have died in Christ
and whose souls are now in your presence...

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

Who put their trust in you.

All these prayers, and even the desires of our hearts that are known
only by your Holy Spirit, we offer to you, our Heavenly Father;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

Gob COMMUNES WITH Us

TCOMMUNION HYMN
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ...................... Selection 457

+The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise!

Pastor: It is indeed right and good and a joyful thing,
always and everywhere, to give thanks unto you, O
Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.
Therefore, in union with the saints who have gone
before us and the whole church on earth, we praise
you, joining our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Glory be to you, O
Lord Most High!

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

Prayer of Preparation & Faith

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your steadfast love,
which endures forever. We are not worthy so much as to gather
up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore,
gracious Father, to partake of the body and blood of your son
Jesus Christ, that we may grow into his likeness, and evermore
abide in union with him, and he with us. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Bread

Pastor:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us:
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

1Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Wine

Pastor:  Let us confess the mystery of our faith:
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen,
Christ will come again!

GobD COMMISSIONS Us

‘Prayer of Dedication

All gracious God, who of your infinite love gave your only
begotten son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins and rise again
for our justification, and have made us partakers of your
divine nature through the gift of the Holy Spirit; accept the
fruits of our labors which we now present to you in this
offering and also our very selves as we stand before you; and
hear us as we pray as your Son taught us: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen!

+Hymn of Praise
“O God, to Us Show Mercy" (Psalm67) .................. Selection 437
+Pastoral Benediction

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his
face toward you and give you peace.

People: Amen!

TThose who are able are invited to stand.

Hebrews 11:8-19

[8] By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went to live in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward
to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
[11] By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when
she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. [12] Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised,
but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. [14]
For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. [16]
But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared for them a city.

[17] By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only
son, [18] of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.” [19] He considered that God was able even to raise him
from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him
back.
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